
 
Algorithm for Determining Risk of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (subtype H5N1) 

in Patients Presenting with Febrile Respiratory Illness 
 

Unlikely to be influenza 

Is the patient hospitalized with radiographically confirmed 
pneumonia or severe respiratory illness without other diagnosis? 

Yes No 

Does the patient have a fever > 100° F AND one or 
more of the following: cough, sore throat, shortness 
of breath without other diagnosis?  

Yes 

Unlikely to be H5N1 H5N1 should be considered 

Strongly advised to obtain specimens 
(NP swab, throat swab, and blood) 
and submit to DSHS lab.  Must 
contact IDCU staff at DSHS prior to 
sending at (512) 458-7676. 

 
NP = nasopharyngeal 
DSHS = Department of State Health Services 
IDCU = Infectious Disease Control Unit 
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No 

No Yes 

Has the patient traveled to one of the 
countries listed in Appendix A 
(countries may be added or deleted 
as information becomes available)?  

Unlikely to be H5N1 

Specimen (NP swab preferred) can 
be submitted as regular flu 
specimen to DSHS lab.  Do not 
need to contact IDCU staff at DSHS 
prior to sending. 

Has patient been in close contact with 
living or dead poultry, wild birds, or a 
known or suspected human case of 
H5N1 in one of the aforementioned 
countries within 10 days of symptom 
onset? 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Strongly advised to obtain specimens 
(NP swab, throat swab, and blood) 
and submit to DSHS lab.  Must 
contact IDCU staff at DSHS prior to 
sending at (512) 458-7676. 

Unlikely to be H5N1 

Recommend obtaining specimen 
(NP swab preferred). Submit as 
regular flu specimen to DSHS lab.  
Do not need to contact IDCU staff at 
DSHS prior to sending. 

H5N1 should be considered 

Specimen (NP swab preferred) can 
be submitted as regular flu 
specimen to DSHS lab.  Do not 
need to contact IDCU staff at DSHS 
prior to sending. 

Has the patient traveled to one of the 
countries listed in Appendix A 
(countries may be added or deleted 
as information becomes available)?  



 

 

Appendix A 

 

 

 
 
Afghanistan 
Albania 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
China 
Côte d'Ivoire 
Croatia 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Egypt 
France 
Georgia 
Germany 
Greece 
Hong Kong 
Hungary 
Kazakhstan 
India 
Indonesia 
Iraq 
Iran 
 

 

 
Israel 
Italy  
Jordan 
Kazakhstan 
Malaysia (peninsular) 
Mongolia 
Myanmar 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Palestinian Auton. Territories 
Pakistan 
Poland 
Romania 
Russia 
Serbia and Montenegro 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sudan 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Thailand 
Turkey 
Ukraine 
United Kingdom 
Vietnam 

 
 


